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Lent Midweek 5 20 March 2024 AD 

Service of Prayer and Preaching 
“Jesus Has Prepared for Us Far Better” 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN  ..................................................................................................  # 671 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Public domain 

Tune: © 1995 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000553 



OPENING VERSICLES Psalm 118:24; Psalm 113:3; Joel 2:13; Matthew 16:24; Isaiah 53:5 

P This is the day which the Lord has made; 
C let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
P From the rising of the sun to its setting, 
C the name of the Lord is to be praised. 

P Return to the Lord, your God, for He is gracious and merciful, 
C slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and repents of evil. 
P Jesus said: If any man would come after Me, 
C let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow Me. 
P Christ was wounded for our transgressions. 
C He was bruised for our iniquities. 

P From the rising of the sun to its setting, 
C the name of the Lord is to be praised. 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

  



OLD TESTAMENT CANTICLE Isaiah 12:2b–6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



READINGS FROM HOLY SCRIPTURE 

P A reading from Philippians, the first and third chapters. 
19[F]or I know that through your prayers and the help of the Spirit of Jesus Christ 

this will turn out for my deliverance, 20as it is my eager expectation and hope that I 
will not be at all ashamed, but that with full courage now as always Christ will be 
honored in my body, whether by life or by death. 21For to me to live is Christ, and 
to die is gain. 22If I am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful labor for me. Yet which 
I shall choose I cannot tell. 23I am hard pressed between the two. My desire is to 
depart and be with Christ, for that is far better. …  

8Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing 
Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count 
them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ 9and be found in him, not having a 
righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which comes through 
faith in Christ, the righteousness from God that depends on faith— 10that I may 
know him and the power of his resurrection, and may share his sufferings, 
becoming like him in his death, 11that by any means possible I may attain the 
resurrection from the dead. …  

20But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the Lord Jesus 
Christ, 21who will transform our lowly body to be like his glorious body, by the 
power that enables him even to subject all things to himself. 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

Psalmody: Psalm 90 

 
P 1Lord, you have been our | dwelling place* 

  in all gener- | ations. 
C 2Before the mountains were brought forth, 

 or ever you had formed the earth | and the world,* 
  from everlasting to everlasting | you are God. 

P 3You return | man to dust* 
  and say, “Return, O chil- | dren of man!” 

C 4For a thousand years in your sight 
 are but as yesterday when | it is past,* 
  or as a watch | in the night. 

continued 



P 5You sweep them away as | with a flood;* 
 they are like a dream, 
  like grass that is renewed in the | morning: 

C 6in the morning it flourishes and | is renewed;* 
  in the evening it fades and | withers. 

P 7For we are brought to an end by your | anger;* 
  by your wrath we | are dismayed. 

C 8You have set our iniquities be- | fore you,* 
  our secret sins in the light of your | presence. 

P 9For all our days pass away un- | der your wrath;* 
  we bring our years to an end | like a sigh. 

C 10The years of our life are seventy, 
 or even by reason of strength | eighty;* 
  yet their span is but toil and trouble; 
   they are soon gone, and we | fly away. 

P 11Who considers the power of your | anger,* 
  and your wrath according to the | fear of you? 

C 12So teach us to number | our days* 
  that we may get a heart of | wisdom. 

P 13Return, O LORD! | How long?* 
  Have pity on your | servants! 

C 14Satisfy us in the morning with your | steadfast love,* 
  that we may rejoice and be glad | all our days. 

P 15Make us glad for as many days as you have af- | flicted us,* 
  and for as many years as we have seen | evil. 

C 16Let your work be shown to your | servants,* 
  and your glorious power to their | children. 

P 17Let the favor of the Lord our God be upon us, 
 and establish the work of our hands up- | on us;* 
  yes, establish the work | of our hands! 

C Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
  and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
  is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

  



P A reading from St. John, the fourteenth and sixth chapters. 
1“Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. 2In my 

Father’s house are many rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to 
prepare a place for you? 3And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again 
and will take you to myself, that where I am you may be also. …  

37All that the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to me I will 
never cast out. 38For I have come down from heaven, not to do my own will but the 
will of him who sent me. 39And this is the will of him who sent me, that I should 
lose nothing of all that he has given me, but raise it up on the last day. 40For this is 
the will of my Father, that everyone who looks on the Son and believes in him 
should have eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last day.” 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 

RESPONSORY 1 John 2:1; [Mark 10:33]; Psalm 32:1 

P We have an advocate with the Father: Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. 
C He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the sins of the people. 
P Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered. 
C He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the sins of the people. 
P We have an advocate with the Father; Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. 
C He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the sins of the people. 

  



(One or more of the following parts of the Small Catechism may be spoken.) 

TEN COMMANDMENTS 

C You shall have no other gods. 
You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God. 
Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. 
Honor your father and your mother. 
You shall not murder. 
You shall not commit adultery. 
You shall not steal. 
You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor. 
You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. 
You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his manservant or maidservant, his ox 
or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor. 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was 
buried.  He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He 
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From 
thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life T everlasting. 
Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER 
( *notes brief pause as bell tone rings, after which the Prayer continues ) 

C *Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven;* 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen.* 

  



 

OFFICE HYMN  ....................................................................................................................  # 514 

 

 

 

 

Text (st. 1): © 1982 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000553 
Text (sts. 2–4) and tune: Public domain 

SERMON “Jesus Has Prepared for Us Far Better” 

  



 

POST-SERMON HYMN  ....................................................................................................  # 708 
 (Stanza 3) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Text and tune: Public domain 

  

 



 

PRAYER 

P In peace let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and with all our mind, let us pray 

to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the world, and for the 

proclamation of the Gospel and the calling of all to faith, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the common welfare of us all, let us 

pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or dangerous, and for all who travel, let 

us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For all those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the widowed and orphaned, and for all 

those in prison, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 

COLLECT 

P O God of all grace, You sent Your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, to bring life and immortality 
to light. We give You thanks that by His death He destroyed the power of death and by His 
resurrection He opened the kingdom of heaven to all believers. Strengthen us in the confidence 
that because He lives we shall live also, and that neither death nor life nor things present nor 
things to come will be able to separate us from Your love, which is in Christ Jesus, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 



 

COLLECT FOR THE WORD 

P Blessed Lord, You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our learning. Grant that 
we may so hear them, read, mark, learn, and take them to heart that, by the patience and comfort 
of Your holy Word, we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

MORNING PRAYER EVENING PRAYER

C I thank You, my heavenly Father, 
through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, 
that You have kept me this night 
from all harm and danger; and I pray 
that You would keep me this day also 
from sin and every evil, that all my 
doings and life may please You. For 
into Your hands I commend myself, 
my body and soul, and all things. Let 
Your holy angel be with me, that the 
evil foe may have no power over me. 

C I thank You, my heavenly Father, 
through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, 
that You have graciously kept me this 
day; and I pray that You would 
forgive me all my sins where I have 
done wrong, and graciously keep me 
this night. For into Your hands I 
commend myself, my body and soul, 
and all things. Let Your holy angel be 
with me, that the evil foe may have 
no power over me. Amen. 

  



 

CANTICLE 

 

 

 

Text (st. 1): © 1979 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000553 
Text (sts. 2–4) and tune: Public domain 

BLESSING Psalm 103:1 

P Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

P The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the T Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless and preserve 
you. 

C Amen. 
  



 

MORNING RECESSIONAL HYMN  ................................................................................  # 918 

 

 

 

 

 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 
  



 

EVENING RECESSIONAL HYMN  ..................................................................................  # 878 
 Selected stanzas 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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