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GOD’S DESTRUCTION FOR OUR SALVATION

Lenten Midweek Series




Lent Midweek III 26 March 2025 AD

The Office of Vespers

7:30 p.m.
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1 Lord of our life and God of our sal-va - tion, Star of our
2 See round Your ark the hun-gry bil - lows curl - ing; See how Your
3 Lord, be our light when world-ly dark - ness veils us; Lord, be our
4 Peace in our hearts, where sin - ful thoughts are rag - ing, Peace in Your
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night and hope of ev-'ry na - tion: Hear and re - ceive Your
foes  their ban-ners are wun - furl - ing And with great spite their
shield when earth-ly ar- mor fails us; And in the day when
Church, our trou-bled souls as - suag - ing, Peace when the world its
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Church’s sup - pli - ca - tion, Lord God Al - might - y.
fi - ery darts are hurl - ing, O Lord, pre - serve us.
hell it - self as - sails us, Grant us Your peace, Lord:

end-less war is wag - ing, Peace in Your heav - en.

Text and tune: Public domain



LENT VERSICLES
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O Lord, o - pen my lips,
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and my mouth will de - clare Your praise.
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Make haste, O God, to de-liv-er me;
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make haste to help me, O Lord.
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Glo-ry be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spir - it;
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as it was in the be - gin - ning, is now, and will be for-ev-er. A - men.
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Praise to You, O Christ, Lamb of our sal - va - tion.



PSALMODY Psalm 11
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(P) In the LORD I take refuge;
how can you say | to my soul,*
“Flee like a bird to your | mountain,

2for behold, the wicked | bend the bow;*
they have fitted their arrow to the string
to shoot in the dark at the up- | right in heart;

(P) 3if the foundations | are destroyed,*
what can the | righteous do?”

4The LORD is in his holy temple;
the LORD’s throne is in | heaven;*
his eyes see, his eyelids test, the chil- | dren of man.

(P) 5The LORD tests the | righteous,*
but his soul hates the wicked and the one who loves | violence.

6Let him rain coals on the | wicked;*
fire and sulfur and a scorching wind shall be the portion | of
their cup.

(P) 7For the LORD is righteous;

he loves | righteous deeds;*
the upright shall be- | hold his face.

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
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1 What God or - dains is al - ways good: His will s
2 What God or - dains is al - ways good: He nev - er
3 What God or - dains is al - ways good: His lov - ing
4 What God or - dains is al - ways good: He is  my
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just and ho - ly. As He di - rects my life for me,
will de - ceive me; He leads me in His righ - teous way,
thought at - tends me; No poi - son can be in the cup
friend and Fa - ther; He suf - fers naught to do me harm
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1 fol - low meek and low - ly. My God in - deed
And nev - er will He leave me. I take con - tent
That my phy - si - cian sends me. My God is true;
Though man -y storms may gath - er. Now I may know
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In ev - ry need Knows well how He will shield me;
What He has sent; His hand that sends me sad - ness
Each morn - ing new 1 trust His grace un - end - ing,
Both joy and woe; Some - day I shall see clear - ly
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To Him, then, I will yield me.
Will  turn my tears to glad - ness.
My life to Him com - mend - ing.
That He has loved me dear - ly.
5 What God ordains is always good: 6 What God ordains is always good:
Though I the cup am drinking This truth remains unshaken.
Which savors now of bitterness, Though sorrow, need, or death be mine,
I take it without shrinking. I shall not be forsaken.
For after grief I fear no harm,
God gives relief, For with His arm
My heart with comfort filling He shall embrace and shield me;

And all my sorrow stilling. So to my God I yield me.

Text and tune: Public domain



READINGS

First Reading: Joshua 6:1-25
(P) A reading from Joshua, chapter 6.

Now Jericho was shut up inside and outside because of the people of Israel. None
went out, and none came in. 2And the LORD said to Joshua, “See, I have given Jericho
into your hand, with its king and mighty men of valor. 3You shall march around the
city, all the men of war going around the city once. Thus shall you do for six days.
4Seven priests shall bear seven trumpets of rams’ horns before the ark. On the seventh
day you shall march around the city seven times, and the priests shall blow the
trumpets. SAnd when they make a long blast with the ram’s horn, when you hear the
sound of the trumpet, then all the people shall shout with a great shout, and the wall
of the city will fall down flat, and the people shall go up, everyone straight before him.”
6So Joshua the son of Nun called the priests and said to them, “Take up the ark of the
covenant and let seven priests bear seven trumpets of rams” horns before the ark of the
LORD.” 7And he said to the people, “Go forward. March around the city and let the
armed men pass on before the ark of the LORD.”

8And just as Joshua had commanded the people, the seven priests bearing the seven
trumpets of rams’ horns before the LORD went forward, blowing the trumpets, with
the ark of the covenant of the LORD following them. The armed men were walking
before the priests who were blowing the trumpets, and the rear guard was walking
after the ark, while the trumpets blew continually. °But Joshua commanded the
people, “You shall not shout or make your voice heard, neither shall any word go out
of your mouth, until the day I tell you to shout. Then you shall shout.” 11So he caused
the ark of the LORD to circle the city, going about it once. And they came into the camp
and spent the night in the camp.

2Then Joshua rose early in the morning, and the priests took up the ark of the LORD.
13And the seven priests bearing the seven trumpets of rams” horns before the ark of the
LORD walked on, and they blew the trumpets continually. And the armed men were
walking before them, and the rear guard was walking after the ark of the LORD, while
the trumpets blew continually. *And the second day they marched around the city
once, and returned into the camp. So they did for six days.

150n the seventh day they rose early, at the dawn of day, and marched around the
city in the same manner seven times. It was only on that day that they marched around
the city seven times. 1°And at the seventh time, when the priests had blown the
trumpets, Joshua said to the people, “Shout, for the LORD has given you the city. 17And
the city and all that is within it shall be devoted to the LORD for destruction. Only Rahab
the prostitute and all who are with her in her house shall live, because she hid the
messengers whom we sent. 8But you, keep yourselves from the things devoted to
destruction, lest when you have devoted them you take any of the devoted things and
make the camp of Israel a thing for destruction and bring trouble upon it. 1But all silver



and gold, and every vessel of bronze and iron, are holy to the LORD; they shall go into
the treasury of the LORD.” 20So the people shouted, and the trumpets were blown. As
soon as the people heard the sound of the trumpet, the people shouted a great shout,
and the wall fell down flat, so that the people went up into the city, every man straight
before him, and they captured the city. 2?Then they devoted all in the city to
destruction, both men and women, young and old, oxen, sheep, and donkeys, with the
edge of the sword.

2But to the two men who had spied out the land, Joshua said, “Go into the
prostitute’s house and bring out from there the woman and all who belong to her, as
you swore to her.” 2So the young men who had been spies went in and brought out
Rahab and her father and mother and brothers and all who belonged to her. And they
brought all her relatives and put them outside the camp of Israel. 2And they burned
the city with fire, and everything in it. Only the silver and gold, and the vessels of
bronze and of iron, they put into the treasury of the house of the LORD. 22But Rahab the
prostitute and her father’s household and all who belonged to her, Joshua saved alive.
And she has lived in Israel to this day, because she hid the messengers whom Joshua
sent to spy out Jericho.

(P) O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.

Second Reading: Hebrews 11:1-2, 5-7, 30-31, 39-40
(P) A reading from Hebrews, chapter 11.

Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.
2For by it the people of old received their commendation.

5By faith Enoch was taken up so that he should not see death, and he was not found,
because God had taken him. Now before he was taken he was commended as having
pleased God. ¢And without faith it is impossible to please him, for whoever would
draw near to God must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who seek him.
7By faith Noah, being warned by God concerning events as yet unseen, in reverent fear
constructed an ark for the saving of his household. By this he condemned the world
and became an heir of the righteousness that comes by faith.

3By faith the walls of Jericho fell down after they had been encircled for seven days.
3By faith Rahab the prostitute did not perish with those who were disobedient,
because she had given a friendly welcome to the spies.

¥And all these, though commended through their faith, did not receive what was
promised, ¥since God had provided something better for us, that apart from us they
should not be made perfect.

(®) O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.



Third Reading: Luke 19:1-10
(P) A reading from Luke, chapter 19.

[Jesus] entered Jericho and was passing through. 2And there was a man named
Zacchaeus. He was a chief tax collector and was rich. 3And he was seeking to see who
Jesus was, but on account of the crowd he could not, because he was small of stature.
450 he ran on ahead and climbed up into a sycamore tree to see him, for he was about
to pass that way. SAnd when Jesus came to the place, he looked up and said to him,
“Zacchaeus, hurry and come down, for | must stay at your house today.” ¢So he hurried
and came down and received him joyfully. And when they saw it, they all grumbled,
“He has gone in to be the guest of a man who is a sinner.” 8And Zacchaeus stood and
said to the Lord, “Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I give to the poor. And if I have
defrauded anyone of anything, I restore it fourfold.” And Jesus said to him, “Today
salvation has come to this house, since he also is a son of Abraham. 19For the Son of
Man came to seek and to save the lost.”

(P) O Lord, have mercy on us. Thanks be to God.

RESPONSORY Psalm 51:14; Psalm 59:1; Psalm 141:8
Ay Verse To Refrain
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1 Deliver me, O Lord, my God, for You are
the Godof my sal - va - tion.
2 In You, O Lord, do I put my trust, leave me not, O Lord, my God.
3 Deliver me, O Lord,my God, for You are
the God of my sal - va - tion.
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Rescue me from my en - e - mies, protect me
from those who rise a - gainst me.

SERMON “God Destroys the Sinner’s Fortress”
ANTIPHON Psalm 141:2
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Let my prayer rise before You as in - cense,
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and the lifting up of my hands as the eve - ning sac - ri - fice.



MAGNIFICAT Luke 1:46-55
H I e I | . .
o | A | | | I \‘ | I — I I I
%ﬂj‘lﬁ_d_b ot e S ———
My soul mag-ni-fies theLord, and my spirit rejoices in God, my Sav-ior;
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(I] for He hasre-gard - ed the lowliness of His hand-maid - en.
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I  For be-hold,from this day all generations will call me bless - ed.
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(I] For the Mighty One has done great things to me, and holy is His name;
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(I  and His mercy is on those who fear Him from generation to gen - er - a - tion.
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He has shown strength with His arm; He has scattered the proud in the
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imagination of their hearts. [II) He has cast down the
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might-y from their thrones and hasex - alt-ed the low - ly.
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(I He has filled the hun - gry with good things,
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and the rich He has sent emp -ty a - way.
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@ He has helped His servant Israel in remembrance of His mer - cy
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as He spoke to our fathers, to Abraham and to his seed for-ev-er.
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Glo-ry be to the Fa-ther and to the Son and to the Ho - ly Spir-it;
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as it was inthe be-gin-ning, is now, and will be for-ev - er. A-men.
KYRIE Mark 10:47
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Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer-cy.
THE LORD'S PRAYER

Matthew 6:9-13
( *notes brief pause as bell tone rings, after which the Prayer continues )

*Qur Father who art in heaven,

and forgive us our trespasses as we
hallowed be Thy name, forgive those who trespass against us;
Thy kingdom come, and lead us not into temptation,
Thy will be done

but deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory forever and ever. Amen.*

on earth as it is in heaven;
*give us this day our daily bread;

INTRODUCTION TO COLLECTS

Psalm 102:1
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O Lord, hear my prayer.
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And let my cry come to You.

COLLECT OF THE DAY

P) O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy, be gracious to all who have gone astray from Your

ways and bring them again with penitent hearts and steadfast faith to embrace and hold fast the

unchangeable truth of Your Word; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.



ADDITIONAL COLLECTS OF INTERCESSION AND THANKSGIVING

COLLECT FOR PEACE

) O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give to us, Your
servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey Your
commandments and also that we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace
and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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BENEDICAMUS [Psalm 103:1]
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Let wus bless the Lord.
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Thanks be to God.
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BENEDICTION 2 Corinthians 13:14
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P] The grace of our Lord "I+ Je-sus Christ and the love of God
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and the communion of the Holy Spir - it be with you all
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1 A - bide with me, fast falls the e - ven - tide.
21 need Thy pres - ence ev - 'ry pass - ing hour;
3 Come not in ter - rors, as the King of kings,
4 Swift to its close  ebbs out life’s lit - tle day;
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The dark - ness deep - ens; Lord, with me a - bide.
p

What but Thy grace can foil the tempt-er’s pow’r?
But kind and good, with heal - ing in Thy wings;
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Earth’s joys grow dim, its glo - ries pass a - way;
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When oth - er help - ers fail and com-forts flee,
Who like Thy - self my guide and stay can be?
Tears for all woes, a heart for ev - ry plea.
Change and de - cay in all a-round I see;
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Help of the  help-lesss, O a - bide with me.
Through cloud and sun-shine, O a - bide with me
Come, Friend of sin - ners, thus a - bide with me
O Thou who chang -est not, a - bide with me

5 1Ifear no foe with Thee at hand to bless;
IlIs have no weight and tears no bitterness.
Where is death’s sting? Where, grave, thy victory?
I triumph still if Thou abide with me!

6 Hold Thou Thy cross before my closing eyes;
Shine through the gloom, and point me to the skies.
Heav'n’s morning breaks, and earth’s vain shadows flee;
In life, in death, O Lord, abide with me.

Text and tune: Public domain
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